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amend, distribute, sell, use, quote or paraphrase any part or the content
within this ebook without the consent of the author or copyright owner.

Legal action will be pursued if this is breached.

Disclaimer Notice:

Please note the information contained within this document is for

educational purposes only.

Every attempt has been made to provide accurate, up to date and reliable
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financial or professional advice.

By reading any document, the reader agrees that under no circumstances
are we responsible for any losses, direct or indirect, which are incurred as a
result of use of the information contained within this document, including i

but not limited to errors, omissions, or inaccuracies.
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Introduction: Blog Profits

It is amazing how quickly the world can change. Just a decade ago,
no one had ever heard of blogs or blogging. Now there are more than 31
million bloggers in the United States alone. Worldwide, that number

exceeds 100 million. It seems like everybody is suddenly blogging!

And why woul dn 6 tgistfumang exbitex@ YoB gebtg g i n
share your thoughts with people all over the globe, interact with many other
people who share your passion for the subjects that interest you, and you

can even make money by blogging.

As you shall shortly see, getting started blogging is super easy and
100% free if you use a blog hosting site such as WordPress. Even if you
choose to buy your own domain name and lease space on a server to
support your own personal website, it can cost just pennies per day and
can result in a steady reliable revenue stream through advertising, affiliate

marketing and other business models.

There are no limitations on what your blog can be about. Any topic
that interests you is fair game. And odds are, there already is an entire
community of people who share your interests and will look forward to your
next posting. Once you begin writing yo
dozens, or even hundreds, of regular readers who will frequently leave
comments and engage in an exchange of information and knowledge with

you.



What Is Blogging?

The word Ablogo i s an abbreviation

early 1990s, when the internet as we know it today was still in its infancy,
weblogs were a form of online diary keeping. The earliest bloggers would
share details of their everyday lives on first-generation blog sites such as

Open Pages and Open Diary.

By the end of that decade, blog technology improved to the point
where readers could | eave comment s
include links to other web pages. Very quickly, improvement in search
engine technology made it simple for anybody to find blogs written about

whatever specific topics were of interest to them.

By the mid-2000s, open source blog hosting sites such as Blogger,
Tumblr, and WordPress began to offer free software that any user could
use to create and publish professional-looking blogs quickly and easily.
These sites, which remain popular today, also hosted and distributed the
blogs for free so that bloggers could write as many blogs as they wanted

and there was sure to be a steady supply of regular, loyal readers.

Today, there are literally millions of blogs being written every day and
on every subject imaginable. Whether you are interested in anthropology,
cooking, sewing, movies, sex or sports, with just the click of a few buttons
you can be connected with thousands of freshly-written blogs on the topics

you like best. Plus, you can interact with the writers, meet other people who

on
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share your interest, and engage in a lively interchange with an entire

community devoted to whatever subject you are into.

Benefits of Blogging

The blogging community, sometimes referred to as the blogosphere,
promotes the open and free interchange of thoughts and ideas. There are
no editors or censorship. You are free to discuss any subject you like and
offer even the most radical opinion without fear of being quashed or

silenced.

There also is no set schedule, so you can write as often or as
infrequently as you choose. Some people like to write every day or even
post multiple blog postings throughout the day, while other bloggers post

only once a week, once or month or even

When you produce a blog on a subject that interests you, it is easy to
quickly establish yourself as an expert in your field. As your readership
grows, people will begin to respect your opinions and perhaps even invite
you to write a figuest blogdo on their ow
regularly used as panelists at conferences, interviewed on television news

programs and even viewed as celebrities themselves.

The blogging community is also a great place to learn new facts,
encounter cutting-edge ideas and technologies, exchange gossip or rumor,

and participate in a rewarding online social community where you can



make new friends with people all over the globe, interact directly with

experts, and make exciting new discoveries about topics that interest you.

For some people, blogging also provides a revenue stream. There
are plenty of ways to make money through blogging and we will be

discussing many of them in detail later in this guide.

Examples of Successful Blogs

There are countless examples of people who started out writing a
simple blog and were able to turn that into an exciting career or success

story.

Among the most obvious examples would be Ree Drummond, a

housewife from Oklahoma who began writing her blog, The Pioneer

Woman, in 2006. In it, she documents her life as a wife and mother living
on the plains, as well as including homemaking tips and recipes. It quickly
gained in popularity and by 2010 Drummond was listed as one of Forbes
magazine Top 25 Web Celebrities. Shortly afterward, she was given her
own weekly television program on the Food Network and has written
several successful cookbooks, one of which became a New York Times #1

Bestseller.

Another blogging success story is Jenny Lawson. This Texas-born

blogger is the author of The Bloggess, in which she uses her quick wit and

irreverent writing style to discuss her life and daily adventures. Some of her


http://thepioneerwoman.com/
http://thepioneerwoman.com/
http://thepioneerwoman.com/
http://thebloggess.com/

bl ogs were collected into a book, fLetd

which also was a #1 New York Times Bestseller. Lawson currently is an in-
demand guest on talk shows and has received numerous prestigious
awards, including being recognized by Nielsen Ratings as one of the Top

50 Most Powerful Mom Bloggers.

You may have never heard of Mario Armando Lavandeira, Jr., but

you probably have heard of his blog, PerezHilton.com. He began his blog

about celebrities and gossip in 2004 and within six months it was one of the

most read blogs in Internet history. Hilton soon became a celebrity in his

own right, appearing on countless television programs and even serving as

a celebrity judge for the Miss USA pageant in 2009, I n an epi sode

Sopranoso, and as the star of his own

And t hen t her exgtan. TAs GreelkiAmaricdh extwifa of
US Rep. Michael Huffington (R-Mich.) had already a successful career as a

political candidate, television personality and writer when she launched her

blog, HuffingtonPost.com, in 2005. In it, she wrote opinion pieces, shared
articles and featured a stable of regular columnists writing mostly on politics
and business. In 2011, Huffington sold her blog to AOL for $315 million,

making her one of the most financially successful bloggers in history.

What Should You Blog About?

You can blog about anything you want because there are no

limitations on subject matter or content. Plus, you can create as many


http://perezhilton.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/

different blogs as you want for free, so if you prefer you can create multiple

blogs on various subjects.

Because you probably will be writing fresh blogs regularly, you
probably ought to choose subjects that are of genuine interest to you. It
may be difficult to produce bl ogs about
have only a passing or tangential interest in. A better idea is to identify a
topic or a couple of different subjects that you are passionate about and

focus on develop those subjects.

For example, if you are mad about the movies, than a film blog may
bethebest opti on for you. Or 1 f you are th
sports team, then you might consider producing a blog devoted to all the
news, happenings and opinions of that team. Think about subjects that you
could talk about all day: Those are the ones you will be most likely to be
able to produce fresh, interesting and compelling content on a daily or

weekly basis.

Your enthusiasm for your subject matter will make your blogs more
appealing for readers. They are going to want to share in your passion and
interact with you, exchanging stories and ideas and participating in your

topics blogging community.

|l tds a bad idea to select a blog top
profitable, especially for your first blog. If you have no passion about a
subject matter, that will shine through in your writing. For example, if you

identify that blogs about Forex trading are among the most financially



successful, but you know nothing about trading foreign currencies nor do
you have any interestinthetopi ¢, then 1 to6s probably n

to launch a Forex blog.

Follow your passion and you will have a greater chance of writing a
popular, successful blog that hundreds or even thousands of people are

going to want to read on a regular basis.

You probably already have an idea about what you want to write
about. But i f you dondét, you can develo
thinking about interests or hobbies you have had in the past. For example,
if you favorite courses were in English literature, then you might consider
producing a literary blog. Or if you were a passionate enthusiast of sewing
and needlepoint, then those subjects probably would make a great blog

topic for you.

You dondé6t even need to twanmene.dheiel og t
are many bloggers who simply write about their daily lives, or their families,
or their struggles to lose weight or get in shape. Others share their opinions
on whatever subject happens to appeal to them on any particular day.

There really are no limitations on what you can write about.

If you need inspiration, try visiting one of the big blog hosting sites,
such as Blogger and WordPress. Both sites let you search for and browse
blogs on any subject, or simply review the most recently published blogs.
Once you find blogs that interest you, with the push of a button you can

subscribe for free and each time a new post is published it will

10



automatically be sent to your email inbox or RSS feed. Or if you prefer you

can have blogs sent to your Facebook news feed or Twitter feed.

Often, once you find a blog you like it will lead you to another on a
separate topic. This in turn can lead to more and before you know it you
have spent hours reading andegthgrimgyi ng o

ideas and inspiration for your own.

Determining the Hottest Blog Topics

One of the best ways to attract new readers to your blog is to write
about the hottest topics. While these issues are constantly changing, when
you | ever agdng fehcedtidgnewtblogcontent, you can ensure

a steady stream of visitors to your blog.

So how can you determine whatodés hot
several free tools available online that you can use to identify the most
popular topics. By frequently checking websites that keep tabs on trends i
such as Google Trends ofii Twst eas@gst dr &
to speed, even when the most popular subject matter is continually

changing.

Google Trends provides a constant update on the topics people are

searching the giant search engine for the most at any given moment. If you

are looking for ideas to write about, it can be a great place to start. Often

11
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i tds possi bl e to us siteloatstarting pointdasyoyro st e d

blog, even if they are not directly related to your subject matter.
\_:U»:Sl(:

Trends a -

Friday, December 14, 2012

Les Miserables

Thursday, December 13, 2012

121212 Concert

ches: godden globs nominations 2013, golden globes 2013, django unchained, golden giobs nominations

Another great place to start is Quora, a question and answer site that
Is similar to Wikipedia. Users post questions and respond with answers to
guestions posted by other wusers. |Itds
you sign up for a free account, you indicate which topics you are most
interested in. Then, whenever you sign in you are presented a list of the

most recent Q&As for those particular topics.
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The site also allows you to browse any other topic you like. Quora
also lets you know which topics are most popular moment, so it can serve
as a kind of cultural barometer that you can use to find the topics people

are most interested in right now.

= fa— s — ' — r

m Write - Home Dan

[£] Welcome to Quora

Anyone can ask, answer, or edit guestions on Quora. You can search and add guestions from the box at
the top of this page, or just browse around your feed.

Hide this Message = How do | get started using Quora?

Top Stories  Most Recent Unanswered Questions

Liuestion promoted In topic DO0KS. Th "l

Books: What are the similarities between the Lord of the Rings and Harry
Potter book series?

Follow - 4 Answers - Share

Notifications

Invite Friends to Quora

Paleo Diet: What do doctors, nutritionists and highly educated heaith
specialists think of the Paleo diet?

|'would love to learn what professionals in the health care industry think of the Paleo
diet.

--. [more}

Trending Topics

& Best of Quora 20102012
Eﬁ] Manners and Etiquette

Follow - 6 Answers - Share
e
%y Dropbox

m Heresy

Board g Better eating with Quora by Jonas M Luster, and 5 more L
promoted in topics Food, Cooking, Healthy Eating. Follow Board

LUestion added o [OpICS thar O

Languages: What is the most delightful combination of words you have ever
heard, seen or thought?
That makes sense.

Follow - 71 Answers - Share (7

All Questions

Complete Your Quora Profile

Question added to topic Books. 22 Dec 2010 Dan Mc
What are some mind-expanding books to read? Add a Short Bio (ex: Librarian
__in the vein of blink, linked, processes, genius, behaviour, freakanomics, Film Critic, Web Designer...)

neuroscience. not looking for dense technical books but some... (more}

w - 53 Answers - Share (24 . :
Follow - 53 Answers - Shar Find Your Friends on Quora

A fr addad Fr bamiee Mitrtion and D reere 48 a Connect Facebook % Connect Twit
0 Connect Linkedin

Questio d and 2 2. 18 Aug
Vegetarianism: What does science say about vegetarianism?

I'm a longtime vegetarian, and interested if what 'm doing is supported by the
scientific literature. But I'm also quite interested in a... (more)

(O [OPRICS MNULTTIGn and £ maore

Another great site is Alltop. This site monitors news stories online as
well as social media sites such as Twitter and Facebook to determine what

people are talking about the most. It includes links to the biggest news
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sites, blogs, social opinions sites and YouTube. It can even tell you the top
sellers on iTunes.

(=4

One month free advertising. Gosc;rgle

Sign up for AdWords Express before December 16.

WORK HEALTH CULTURE INTERESTS TECH PEOPLE GOOD NEWS GEOS SPORTS ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ#

Hot Topics | New Topics | My Recent Topics | MyAlltop | Holy Kaw _m

Most Popular

TRY GOTOMEETING
MOST TOPULAR STORIES NYT = MOST E-MAILED wts HD VIDEO NOW.
NPR: 12-10-2012 Most E-Mailed Stories Companies See High-Tech Facteries as Fonts of ldeas
Companies See High-Tech Factories as Fonts of ldeas Eddie Palmieri Ties Together Many Musical Genres
Shooter reported dead at Connecticut elementary school Rice Ends Bid to Succeed Clinton as Secretary of State
Giving to Charity and the Children Movie Review: The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey,” by Peter
Gift picks for dogs, cats and those who love them Report of Sexual Abuse Rattles Manhattan “eshiva Campus @ GoToMeeting‘

w cimpe
CHNN.COM - MOST POPULAR WSJ.COM: TODAY'S MOST POPULAR
Shooter reported dead at Connecticut elementary school Giving to Charity and the Children
Patrict mizsiles a warning to Syria's al-Assad Lencre Skenazy: Helicopter Parents, Meet Helicopter Pet-
Revisw: Les Mizérables One Running Shee in the Grave
Travel goddess’ Samantha Brown: ‘| am nesting’ Defending Home, From Afar
Barbra Streizand: | refused Marlon Brande's advances Mastering the Mizmatch
NPR: MOST E-MAILED STORIES PODCAST L.A. TIMES - MOST E-MAILED STORIES
NPR: 12-14-2012 Most E-Mailed Stories Gift picks for dogs, cats and those who love them
NPR: 12-13-2012 Most E-Mailed Stories Murder plot details: Infatuated inmate wanted Justin Bieber
NPR: 12-12-2012 Most E-Mailed Stories Ne mere LOUD TV commercials will be jolting you, thanks to
NPR: 12-11-2012 Most E-Mailed Stories Tobacco companies see Africa as fertile ground
NPR: 12-10-2012 Most E-Mailed Stories Jenni Rivera jet linked to troubled company and executive
YAHOO! NEWS - LATEST NEWS & HEADLINES BARRON'S MOST EMAILED TODAY SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS MOST EMAILED
E} Share on facebook Z* Share |- 1 Phnit [LOG IN]|

If you plan to focus on the more offbeat or humorous, the website
Fark provides up-to-the-minute links to the most popular ridiculous, strange
and unbelievable headlines from around
most popular sites that news organizations use when they need human

interest stories or for a funny story for the end of TV news programs.
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The Most Popular Blog Platforms

For the new blogger, choosing a blogging platform can be a
chall enging prospect. Thatoés because th
sites available for you to use. Nearly all are free to use, but there also are
some that require a fee. Even the free blog sites usually will offer to sell you

extras, such as additional storage or paid themes.

By far, the biggest and most popular blogging platform is WordPress,
This is is an fiopen sour c es®andpedple, whi ch
can upload and download new tools to the site as often as they please. The
biggest benefit of WordPress i and the cause of its popularity, no doubt i
Is that it is very easy to use. It also comes with tons of instructional videos
and guides to help you get your blog up and running and looking exactly

the way you want.

Auctioning Off My A Conversation Between ~ Sometimes a Punch In Do Not Fear Potatoes
Gaming Childhood a Libertarian and a the Face Is All It Takes Speaker7
Statist FOR KREIN OUT LOUD: a t

v , © More Blogging
© More Video Games S ‘ © More Relationships

© More Political Theory

TR .

- e
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I f are new to blogging or dondét have
code and web page design, WordPress is a good choice because
everything on the site is essentially point and click and drag and drop. You
can choose from more t han anadehousand f
templ ates that you can upload and si mpl
The site also offers paid themes or you can create your own theme,

although this requires a little knowledge about CSS coding.

WordPress allows you to add custom functions to your themes and
create plug-ins, such as linking your blog to your Facebook and Twitter
pages. | t6s easy to add polls or contes
keywords and tags to make it easy for users to search through your blog

postings.

But perhaps the biggest benefit of WordPress is that it will host your
bl og for you for free. That means you d
rent space on a server, or even worry about blog maintenance because
WordPress will take care of all that for you. Or, if you prefer, you can use
the free tools on WordPress to get your blog set up and looking the way

you want then migrate it to your own domain.

Another popular blogging platform is Tumblr. Like WordPress, it is
free and is very easy to use, even if you are a beginner. But Tumblr is
targeted more toward bloggers who want to share interesting things they
find on the internet that they want to share with their followers, almost like a

mixture of blogging and Tweeting.
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tumblr. Follow the world’s creators.

nail art
prose
crafts

) gif

history

H rubenfeld
& jarrodis
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Other popular blogging platforms include Blogger, ViralNetworks,

andInstant Blog Subscribers. While all of these platforms have their

benefits, they dondt offer as many opti

we will be focusing on WordPress for the remainder of this course.

17


http://www.blogger.com/home
http://viralnetworks.com/a/28
http://instantblogsubscribers.com/vip/im

Creating Your First WordPress Blog

Although all the blog hosting sites are a little bit different, they share
many of the same features and all are fairly easy to figure out even if you
are not especially experienced in creating web pages or blogs. WordPress
Is the most popular and provides the most tutorials and learning tools, so
from this point on we will be focusing on using it as the site to create your

blog.

If yousimply want to create content and not worry about selling ad
space, then you can also use WordPress to host your site. There are a lot
of benefits to this. First, i1itos free.
want and you are not limited in what you can write about. WordPress will
publish and manage your blogs, handle your comments and even provide
you with a vast array of in-depth analytics to help you track how often your
blog is being visited, who is looking at it, and even where in the world they

are located.

With a WordPress hosted blog, you can select any domain name you
want as long as it is not already being used by another WordPress-hosted
bl ogger. Your address will then include
example, if you want to call your bl og

available, your URL will be www.CookingWithTim.wordpress.com.

The downside of letting WordPress host your blog for you is that it
limits the amount of money you can make because you are not allowed to

sell ad space, promote affiliate products or use other monetization

18
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techniques. In fact, WordPress will advertise on your blog page and you will
not receive any of that revenue. That is the cost of using the site to host

your blog.

Yetyoucanstillusenear |l y all of W&o mdudingesso fr
any of hundreds of free themes i to design and create your blog, then host
it on a separate website that you own. Then you can do anything you want
with it.

WordPress also includes thousands of plug-ins, mostly free, that you
can use to customize your blog, enhance the features you offer, and make

your blog as interactive as possible.

Because the ultimate objective of this guide is to show you how to
create the best-looking, most popular blog you possibly can while still being
able to make money from it, this is the option we will be exploring from here
on out. If you simply want to create a WordPress hosted blog, providing
content without worrying about moneti za

stepsaret he same. You just dono6ét have to s|

Registering Your Domain

A domain name is what your website is going to be called. Examples
include Match.com, CBS.org, Amazon.com, and so on. If you are going to
host your own site, the first thing you need to do is to buy a domain name.

They are offered for sale by hundreds of sites. In most cases, you pay for

19



the right to use that domain name for one or two years at a time. At the end

of that period, you have the option of renewing your domain name.

You wonodot be able to buy a domain na
using it. Contrary to what you might think, telling if the domain you choose
i's available isndét as simple as typing
something comes up or not. If you get an error message, it may mean that
the domain is in fact available, but it also could mean that the owner is
working on the site and doesn't have it up yet, that the owner purchased
the name for future use, or that the owner bought the name hoping to resell
it at a profit. There are people who buy hundreds of domain names on a

speculative basis, hoping to sell them at a profit.

If you have a name that you really like and somebody else is already
using it, you can find out who has it at this site. They may be willing to

transfer it to you if they are not using it, or you can offer to buy it.

If neither options work for you, there are a couple of other things you

can do. The firstitto use SnapNamest o fiback order 6 the pa

name. As soon as the current owneros ri
automatically will register that name to you. Or you can use ExpireFish, a

site that will #Afisho for the name you
sites require you to pay more than you would normally pay if you were to

purchase an available domain outright from a domain seller, however.

Soyou might justwanttos el ect another name that i

used. While the costs vary from site to site, you can expect to pay between

20
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$10 and $35 per year for the use of the domain name. While pricing varies
and changes all the time, the top five domain registrars and their most

current basic pricing for one year are:

1 Namecheap, $9.98/year

1 1&1, $4.99/year

1 Name, $9.99/year

1 Gandi, $16.85/year

Any of these sites will give you the option of selecting a suffix for your
website. These include .com, .org, .net, .edu, etc. If the domain you want is
already being used with a .com suffix, for example, you may be able to buy
with a different suffix. Generally, however, you are better off selection a
domain in which the .com suffix is still available. It usually costs a little
mor e, but becausethawsthe ddfauli stffix most people use

when searching for websites.

Your domain name should be related to the topic of your blog. If you
are writing about dog training, for example, you might choose something
|l i ke ADoggi e Ca n(whicki€aviildble gsef the tnmedf this
writing). Although you can use up to 63 characters, the shorter it is the
better off you will be because it will be easier for people to type and
remember. Stay away from domain hames with special characters like

hyphens and underbars because they will make it harder for people to find
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them. Also avoid clever abbreviations such as Sk8rBoi.com or

NRGSolutions.com because they may confuse your readers.

Setting Up Your Web Hosting

If you are creating a website T and your self-hosted blog will be its
own website i then you need to host it somewhere on the web. Unless you
own your own web server (which odds are
lease space on a server somewhere with a service that will provide your
site with internet connectivity. There are many different companies to
choose from and i like domain sellers 1 the prices vary greatly from place
to place. In fact, many domain sellers will also host your site for you if you
want, though you probably can find a better bargain by shopping around a
little.

While there are many sites you can use to host your blog, we
recommend OkTeck because it allows you to get web hosting for as little as
$4.95. According to the website Lifehacker, the other most popular web

hosting sitesare:

Y DreamHost 1 1&1
9 Blue Host N HostGator
1 NearlyFreeSpeech.NET T A Small Orange

22
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Any of these hosting sites will host your blog or website. The costs
vary, as do the options they offer. For example, some sites will simply host
your page that you already built using WordPress or another blogging
platform while others allow you to build your own website using their own

site builder system.

To get the deal and options you need, visit as many hosting sites as
you can and compare their costs and features. One of the most important
factors to consider is the quality of customer service each site provides. If
you experienceiit echni cal di fficul tivestthesia t h y G
that can resolve them as quickly and efficiently as possible. Beware the
least expensive hosting sites because they tend to have the worst
customer service. If you are blogging for profit, any down time is going to

cost you money.

Another option is to ask other bloggers which hosting site they use

and whether they are happy with them.

Installing the WordPress Platform

Signing up for WordPress is free and easy. Simply go to the home
pageand click on the AGet Startedo butto
page where you can set up an account and choose a name for your blog.
WordPress will tell you right away if somebody is already using the name
you select. If the name you want is available, you will be sent an email with

a link that activates your WordPress account.
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@ WORDPRESS.COM

Get started with WordPress.com by filling out this simple form:

E-mail Address

Username

Password

Blog Address

.wordpress.com

Features

News

Support Themes Stats About Us

We'll send you an email to activate your
account, so please triple-check that you've
typed it correctly.

Your username should be a minimum of four
characters and can only include lowercase
letters and numbers.

Great passwords use upper and lower case
characters, numbers and symbols like I"£$%A&(.

Password Strength

Choose an address for your blog. You can
change the WordPress.com address later.

If you don't want a blog you can signup for just a
username.

You are now ready to create your first blog. The page you will build it

from is called the dashboard. This is where you determine what your blog is

going to look like, which features you want to include on your blog page,

and what tools you want to use to manage your blog.

#& Dashboard A
BT - pashboard

Home

Comments I've Made
Site Stats

Akismet Stats

My Blogs

Blogs | Follow

& store

s~ Posts

(23 Media

& Links

[E) Pages

@ Comments
El Feedbacks
Appearance
& Users

T} Tools

(7] Settings

Tip: Update your about page so your readers can learn a bit about you.

Right Now

Content Discussion
1 Post 1 Comment
1 Page 1 Approved
1 category QO Pending
O Tags O spam

Theme Twenty Eleven with 6 Widgets

Akismet blocks spam from getting to your blog
There's nothing in your spam gueue at the moment.

Storage Space

30721\'“3 Space Allowed oMB (0%) Space Used

Recent Comments
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Screen Options Help
Hide

QuickPress

Have you tried our new home page quick post form yet? Try it now —

Upload/Insert ‘“ﬂ OE

Publish

Save Draft Reset

Recent Drafts

There are no drafts at the moment



The buttons on the left are what you use to create your settings,
make changes and add new features to your blog. You are going to want to
learn how these work. Fortunately, each comes with a quick tutorial, mostly

video, that tell you what each button does and how to use it.

The dashboard will be the command center for your blogs. It is where
you will go to write new blog posts, manage comments, check the analytics
on blog posts you already have posted, control the way your blog looks,
and add new plug-ins. You also can use the dashboard to create entirely

new blogs instantly.

Writing a new blog post is as simple
on the |l eft side of the dashboard, then
a page where you can begi nrheadlinetandng. The

another box underneath where you write the text for your blog post. There
also are a bunch of icons for the different functions you can use, such as
adding photos and videos, using bold and italics, adding bullet points,

including links and so on.
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@ Budget Cooking Blog = "...wm|.m.w.vm..‘lmul_ Go Premium NewPost 88  Dan q

(s} Dashboard Screen Options Help

57 Add New Post

' Store
All Posts Save Draft Preview
Add New
Categaries 5y Add Media | @ B Visual Status: Draft Edit
Tags B I a = = «« = = = By R B Visibility: Public Edit
Copy a Post — Y — =
Paragraph - v | U = A~ @ [ @ Q = © [#] Publish immediately Edit
gy Media

2 Link Publicize: Facebook: Dan McCullough
@ HInks Facebook: Dan McCullough, Facebook: Dan
McCulleugh, Facebeok: Dan McCullough,

[C] Pages
Twitter: @danmc929, Twitter: @danmc929
( Comments Twitter: @danmc929, Twitter: @danmc929
— LinkedIn: Dan McCullough, LinkedIn: Dan
f=| Feedbacks
‘—" McCullough, Linkedin: Dan McCullough
& Appearance LinkedIn: Dan McCullough, Yahoo!: DMC
€0 Edit Settings
#, Users
Move to Trash
i Too le Tt —
(37 Settings
Format
Path p Categories
Word count 0 All Categories  Most Used
71 American Food

As you write, WordPress will automatically save versions periodically,
orcanclickin Sav e Dr a atany tineulftyduavandto see what your
blog post is going to look like when you publishit,c | i ck on t he HAPTr e
button. When you are finished writing your blogpost, use t he nACat e
and ATagso in the right hand column to

will make it easier for people to find your blog post online.

When you have completed writing your blog post and are satisfied
with the way it looks, as soonasyouc | i ck on t he ybuPhlogl i s ho
postwi | | be posted on the WordPress fnFr es

to any subscribers you might have.
If you want to edit or change your blog post after it has been

published, you can go in and make whatever modifications you want and

save it. Then anybody who looks at your blog post from that point on will
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only see the corrected version. You also can delete any blog post

whenever you want.

To install WordPress on your hosting site, simply install it using
cPanel and through Fantastico. All you need to do is choose the

WordPress option and install it and it will be loaded automatically.

Choosing Your Theme

Themes are pre-made templates that you can use to change the way
you blog looks. WordPress offers thousands of free themes, with new free
themes being offered every day. There also are paid themes that you can

buy or you can opt to design your own theme if you prefer.

™ Comments Theme Twenty Eleven with 8 Wit
F5] Feedbacks Selecting a pre-existing theme is
Appearance yersiet” simple. In the left column of your
i Users - dashboard, click
iy Theme Options lwed  putton then click
[17] Settings Header
Background button from the dropdown menu. This
Custom Design s
Mobile nave. Will take you a page where you can
g",’,‘t} [evepeenome®er - search thousands of different themes
for the one that is right for your blog.
wudgetcookingblog.wordpress.com/wp-admin/themes.php
Most are free, but some you have to
pay for.
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You can search according to the most popular, the newest, the most
commonly used, paid themes, and other categories. You also can change

your theme anytime you want.

When you find a theme you like, if you want to see what your theme
| ooks | i ke, just click on the nALive Pre
appear with content from our blog. If you like the way it looks, click on the
AActi vat eo b etdwll e apptiad totydurdblog. Aniibody
reading blogs you already have posted will see them in the new theme you
have selected and any future blog posts also will be published using that

them.

Using Plug-Ins and Widgets

Your theme accounts for much of your blog design, but you can also
add an almost endless number of options to your web page to customize it.
For example, you can add buttons that n
your posts, send t he sTeveefiyourldogendheit o Faceb

Twitter feeds, add a +1 button on Google+, and all kinds of other things.
You can scroll through these options
in the left column of your dashboard. You can add and remove these add-

ons and widgets as often as you like. Most of them are free to use.

Widgets are free tools that can be dragged and dropped on to your

blog page and include such things as customized archive menus,
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calendars, grids of author avatar images, calendars and a wide variety of
other free tools. Scroll through the free widgets by holding your cursor over
the AAppearanceo button and then clicki

drop down menu.

While many of these tools can make your blog unique and encourage
your readers to interact with your blog, too many can be distracting. So be
careful not to overfill your blog page with a bunch of clutter that is going to
di stract from your content. A good i dea
and pay attention to the widgets they use, then add only those you like and

think are cool to your blog page.
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{3} Dashboard

= Store

»~ Posts
‘2l Media
7' Links

1| Pages

=

i< Comments

S| Feedbacks

Themes
Widgets
Menus

Theme Options
Header
Background
Custom Design
Mobile

&= Users

Tl Tools

g Widgets

Available Widgets

Drag widgets from here to a sidebar on the right to activate them. Drag widgets back here to deactivate t!

About.me Widget

Display your about. me profile with
thumbnail

Archives

A monthly archive of your site’s posts

Authors

Authors

Blogs | Follow

Display linked images for the blogs you

follow

Box.net file sharing

Box.net file sharing

Categories

Akismet Widget

Display the number of spam comments
Akismet has caught

Author Grid

Show a gnd of author avatar images.

BandPage

Display your BandPage content

Blog Stats

Blog Stats

Calendar

A calendar of your site’s posts

Category Cloud

Adding About, Contact Us and Other Pages to Your Blog

WordPress lets you write either posts or Pages. If you are just writing

a regular blog entry, you write a post. These blog posts automatically

appear in reverse chronological order on your blog's home page.

Pages are for content such as "About,” "ContactUs,"AiLegal o,
on. Pages exist outside of the normal blog chronology, and are often used
to present

Evergreen informationisi nf or mat i on t hat

~

t 1 me | irdosngtion about ydueowyeur lgag site. n O

You can use Pages to organize and manage any content.
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In addition to the generally required "About" and "Contact" Pages,
other examples of common pages include Copyright, Disclosure, Legal
Information, Reprint Permissions, Company Information, and Accessibility

Statement.

In general, Pages are very similar to Posts in that they both have
Titles and Content and can use your WordPress Theme templates files to

maintain a consistent look throughout your site.

To create a new page, simply hover your cursor over the Pages
button on the | eft side of the dashboar
drop down menu. This will create a template that you can use to create any
page you want. You can include text, images, links, videos or whatever you

want on your pages.

When you are finished creating your page, just save it and it will
appear as part of your blog home page whenever anyone visits it. You can
deleteapageatany ti me by clicking on the nAl
Pages drop down menu, checking the page you want to get rid of and then

clicking on the delete button.
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Writing Your Blog: A Primer

Once you have your WordPress account, have selected a theme and
have added whateverplug-i ns and wi dgets you woul d |
creating content for your blog. If you have been thinking about creating

your blog for a while, you probably have lots of ideas.

|l t6s a good idea t o waareugeterecardbiogi c kl e
ideas as they come to you. This can be a Word file on your laptop, a
notepad on your smartphone, or even a paper notebook that you can carry
around with you in your pocket. As an idea comes to you, wherever you
are, jot it down. This will serve as a great resource tool later when you are

looking for new blog topics.

Before you start publishing your blog posts, you probably want to
have a few t i mesista pgou darkeep orehdna for when
you are too busy to write or are struggling to come up with new ideas.

These can help bridge any content gap that you have.

How Often Should You Post?

When you first start your blog, you probably are brimming with ideas
and will want to publ i sh alembetthata t i me .
month or six down the line, you may not have as much enthusiasm for
writing on your blog as you do when you are just starting out, so if you get
your readers accustomed to receiving a new blog post every day, it may be
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hard to keep that pace later. A better plan is to start out with just a couple
of blogspostsper week. That way you arenot c

schedule that you may not be able to sustain.

You should try to stick to the same general publishing schedule all
the time because as you grow a loyal readership following, they will begin
to look for your blog on certain days. For example, if you publish a new
blog post every Monday and Friday, they can expect to see fresh content

on those days.

Types of Blogs & Blog Posts

There are as many types of blog posts as there are blogs. In other
words, millions. The type of blog post you publish will depend on what you
want to achieve. You may want to share your passion for your subject
matter with other enthusiasts. Or you may want chronicle occurrences in
your everyday life, such as your career advancement, battling a serious

iliness, or your social life.

Generally, blog posts can be categorized into seven major

categories:
1 Personal -- This is the broadest category and includes blog posts

people write about their own lives or topics that interest them, such as

politics, music, family, travel, and fitness.
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Top Ten of Top Tips i These types of blog posts typically list your
top ten choices of whatever subject you like, or offer your top tips on

a subject.

How-to Blog Post i These are blog posts that education people on
the best ways to perform individual tasks. They are frequently in form

of video blog posts.

Reviews -- There are lots of blog posts that share reviews about

restaurants, movies, games, music, booksand so on.
Rant Post T These are blog posts that let you give your opinion on
whatever topic you I|ike. |l t6s your

as you like.

Video Post i This is when you make a brief video and post it on your

blog. It also can be posted on YouTube.

Audio/Podcast i Make an audio recording and post is as a blog

post. You also can post it on iTunes.

Promotional Post -- These are blog posts that promote specific

products, offerings and events.

Resource Posts i With these blog posts, you list top resources for

whatever topic you are writing about.
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Developing Blog Topics

As a regular blogger, you will need to be continually looking for new
ideas for blog posts you can share with your readers. That means you will
need to take time to gather ideas. One of the best and easiest ways to do
this is by looking at what other people who write blog posts on your topic

are doing.

Whenever other bloggers subscribe to your blog, you should consider
subscribing to theirs as well. Not only will it keep you in touch with the
online community that shares your enthusiasm for your topic, but it also will
provide you with a steady supply of new blog post ideas delivered directly

into your inbox.

Before you write a single word, your first week should be spent
gathering ideas, clarifying your subject and looking at what other people
are doing in order to solidify the concept of the new blog post you want to

create.

Organizing how you develop your blog will depend on your own
abilities and needs. Some bloggers prefer people specific blog posts
scheduled for weeks ahead of time so they know exactly what to write
about all the time. Others have no idea what they are going to write about

when they turn on their computers.
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The majority of bloggers fall somewhere in between, keeping a file
with a few vague ideas that can be developed further during the blog

writing process.

You may be brimming with ideas for your new blog right now, but use
caution and try not to bite off more than you can chew. Blogging requires
time commitment and focus. While you may be chomping at the bit and
filled with great ideas now, start slow and build on your success as you go
along. You can always publish as frequently as you want, but when you
create expectations for your readers, it can be difficult to sustain those

expectations indefinitely.

Video Blogs

Videos can be added using the same media tool you use to add
photos and other images to your blog post. They can be downloaded from
your computer, from a video camera, or you can add a link to a video from

another site, such as YouTube.

Video blogs are increasing in popularity because of the
wideavailability of high definition video cameras on smart phones, tablets
and laptops, as well as the near universality of playback devices. Video lets
you show i as well as tell -- your readers how to do specific tasks. Video

blogging is a great way to give your readers high-value content.
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You also can post your video on YouTube and link in the description
to your blog post to increase your potential audience size. The videos you
make dondt need t-quality@aredectign vatuéselrsfaci, o n a |

people tend to enjoy videos that appear

to be homemade and less polished because they are more genuine.

Audio Blogs and Podcasts

Another option is to record and publish audio blog posts using the

microphone built in to your laptop, tablet or smartphone, or by purchasing
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